
 

 

Caseville Community Recreation Plan – 2020-2024 
 

Introduction and Purpose 
 
The Caseville Community Recreation Plan has been drafted to provide a recreation vision for the Caseville 
community and serve as the official Michigan Department of Natural Resources recreation plans for both 
the Caseville Township and the Caseville Harbor Commission.  The Caseville Community Recreation Plan 
2020-2024 will serve as the recreation plan for both entities.  This new plan examines the recreational 
needs of the citizens of Caseville and Caseville Township and provides planned approach to meet those 
needs. 
 
This plan was prepared to conform to Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) guidelines 
for community recreation plans.  A MDNR approved recreation plan allows Caseville Township and 
the Caseville Harbor Commission to be eligible to apply for recreation grants which are administered 
through the MDNR's Recreation Grants Section.  In order to be eligible for MDNR grants, a community 
must have an up to date recreation plan.  Per MDNR standards, recreation plans are only current for 
five years.  At the end of these five years, a new plan must be drafted that complies with the MDNR.  This 
new community plan will remain functional through December 2024.   
 
In addition to maintaining grant eligibility, there are a number of other purposes for having an up to 
date recreation plan. These purposes include: 

 

• Establish short and long term goals that reflect input from residents and realistic plans of 
Township and Harbor Commission officials. 

 

• Analyze current facilities and determine which ones cater to the needs and desires of Caseville 
residents. 

 

• Determine what can be modified, or added, and establish budgetary priorities. 
 

A. Community Description 

The Township of Caseville is located in the northwestern portion of Huron County, near the tip of 

Michigan's "Thumb."  The area is bounded by Saginaw Bay on the west, Lake Huron to the north, and Wild 

Fowl Bay to the south. The Sand Point peninsula juts four miles out into Saginaw Bay.  The city of Bad Axe, 

the county seat, is located 25 miles to the southeast in the central part of Huron County.  

An overview of the City of Caseville and Caseville Township’s social and physical characteristics provide an 

important basis for the future development of its recreation infrastructure.  The social characteristics 

section documents a number of relevant demographics, including:  population, age and employment data.  

Ethnic and racial distribution will be considered as a factor despite less than 2.5% diversity as part of the 

community’s population.  While the City of Caseville shows 740 year round residents and Caseville 

Township has 1,673 residents, both communities have large seasonal population.   The residential 

population swells throughout year due to the relaxing recreational aspects of the community.  It is not 

unusual for the population to increase by over 200% during any given week throughout the year. Year-



 

 

round population, as well as seasonal population, age, racial and ethnic background, and other 

demographic information should and will be taken into account when planning for recreational facilities.  

The physical factor section will examine such pertinent issues as land use plans, zoning, transportation, soil 

types, and climate. These aspects are important when determining the appropriate location for 

recreational activities and facilities. 

An understanding of the communities’ existing social and physical conditions are important in developing 

an appropriate plan and for setting realistic park and recreation goals and objectives.   

1. Social Characteristics/Demographics 

Population Trends 

Table 1: Population Trends 

  
1990* 2000* 2010 2017 % Change 

1990-2017 

City of Caseville 851 857 777 740 -13.04% 

Caseville Township 1216 2139 1793 1673 37.58% 

Huron County 36,459 34,951 33,118 31,750 -12.92% 

Michigan 9,295,297 9,938,444 9,952,687 9,925,568 6.78% 

Source: 1990 & 2010 U.S. Census Bureau; 2013-2017 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates 

* Township Figures include Caseville City     
 

Since 1990, the population in the City of Caseville has been steadily declining. There has been a 13% 

decrease in total population between the years of 1990 and 2017. In contrast, the population in the 

surrounding Caseville Township has seen significant growth since 1990. In general, the City of Caseville 

follows the same trend as Huron county with population steadily declining, while Caseville Township is 

following the same trend as the state of Michigan with populations increasing since 1990.  Together, the 

area combining Caseville and Caseville Township has grown from a population of 1,216 in 1990 to 2,413 in 

2017.  

Both the City and Township of Caseville are economically reliant upon the seasonal tourism industry. As a 

result, their populations nearly double during the tourism season. Recreational amenities and 

programming play an integral role in the success of the tourism industry as well as the quality of life for 

year-round residents.  

Age Distribution 

Table 2: Distribution of Age 

  Under 5 5-19 20-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 
75 or 
 Older 

City of Caseville 22 69 106 39 64 161 158 121 

Caseville 
Township 

15 235 182 107 231 288 345 270 

Huron County 1,544 5,290 4,571 3,104 4,377 5,299 4,071 3,494 



 

 

Michigan 571,999 1,910,417 1,942,775 1,176,764 1,370,424 1,377,956 909,353 665,880 
Source: 2013-2017 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates  
 

In the City of Caseville, 51.8% of the population is aged between 45-74 years old. Caseville Township shows 

a nearly equal statistic at 51.6% of people between the ages of 45 – 74 years old. Combined, 37% of the 

total population in Caseville and Caseville Township is over the age of 65. The number of young people 

(under the age of 34) only makes up about a quarter of the population.  

These data suggest need for programming and recreational activities for an older and aging population, 

despite their potential challenges; however, recreational activities for younger people are still an important 

part of attracting visitors and should not be neglected.  

Race & Ethnicity 

Table 3: Race & Ethnicity 

  

White 
Percent 

(%) 
White  

Black/African 
American 

Percent (%) 
Black/African 

American 

Other 
Race* 

Percent 
(%) 

Other 
Race 

Hispanic 
(Any 
Race) 

Percent 
(%) 

Hispanic 

City of 
Caseville 

699 94.46% 12 1.62% 29 3.92% 18 2.43% 

Caseville 
Township 

1640 98.03% 0 0.00% 33 1.97% 37 2.21% 

Huron 
County 

30903 97.33% 127 0.40% 720 2.27% 718 2.26% 

Michigan 781,3199 78.72% 1,374,515 13.85% 737,854 7.43% 484,568 4.88% 
Source: 2013-2017 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates  
 
* Other Race includes those individuals who identify as American Indian/Alaska Native, Asian, Native 
Hawaiian/Pacific Islander, Other Race, or Two or More Races 

     
Table 3 reports the racial distribution of residents in the Caseville region. The majority, between 94% and 

98%, of the population in Caseville and Caseville Township identifies as white or Caucasian. The combined 

racial distribution of Caseville and Caseville Township is similar the distribution in Huron County 

(approximately 97% white). This information provides a better understanding of the residents of the 

community, and can impact the recreation programs accordingly. 

Employment by Industry 

Table 4: Employment by Industry 

  

Professional Service Sales/Office 
Natural Resources, 

Construction/Maintenance 
Production & 

Transportation 
Agriculture 

City of 
Caseville 

112 39 52 35 58 0 

Caseville 
Township 

272 98 137 82 77 38 



 

 

Huron 
County 

4079 2290 2946 1889 2886 1,200 

Michigan 1,612,577 803,485 1,039,958 356,023 712,831 54,586 
Source: 2013-2017 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates  

 

Table 4 displays the types of jobs held by the residents of the Caseville region, broken down by industry. 

While the occupations are fairly diverse, more people work in professional occupations than any other 

industry. There are also a significant number of people employed in the Sales and Office industries. Overall, 

very few people are employed in the agricultural sector.  

Disability Status 

Table 5: Disability Status 

  

Physical 
Disability 

Physical 
Disability 
Percent 

(%)  

Cognitive 
Disability 

Cognitive 
Disability 
Percent 

(%) 

City of Caseville 231 65.63% 121 34.38% 

Caseville Township 258 56.95% 195 43.05% 

Huron County 5,043 53.16% 4,443 46.84% 

Michigan 1,334,583 49.89% 1,340,675 50.11% 
Source: 2013-2017 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates 

Note: Disability Status statistics display information of all counts of non-institutionalized people who are living with a physical or cognitive 
disability. People with a disability may have both a cognitive and a physical disability and would have been counted for each; therefore, the data is 
not mutually exclusive.  
 

Table 5 displays the disability status statistics for the Caseville region. Of the total disabled population, 
nearly 66% and 57% of residents are living with a physical disability in the City of Caseville and Caseville 
Township, respectively. Evidently, the majority of the disabled population in the region has some sort of 
physical disability. It is important to take this into account when developing recreational programming, 
facilities, and goals in order to ensure accessibility and promote active participation with recreational 
opportunities. 
 

Median Income 

Table 6: Distribution of Income 

  

Median 
Household 

Income 

City of Caseville $31,339  

Caseville Township $53,125 

Huron County $45,191 

Michigan $52,668 
Source: 2013-2017 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates  
 



 

 

The median household income in Caseville township is approximately 40% higher than the median income 

in the City of Caseville, $53,125. Understanding the Median Household Income for the region helps to 

create economically feasible programs for the residents of the community.  

2. Physical Factors 

Land Use and Zoning  

Land use and zoning are important factors which need to be considered when planning for future 

recreational facility development.  Most of the property in Caseville is zoned commercial or residential 

while most of the Township property is either low density residential or agricultural.  Both communities 

only have small areas of land that are zoned industrial.  Caseville Township’s commercial zoning is located 

along M-25/Port Austin Road south of Crescent Beach Road.  The City of Caseville does have a Downtown 

Development Authority district that enables the City to focus additional financial resources on managing 

and investing in their downtown.  It has enabled the City to make physical improvements to improve its 

physical appearance with new streetscaping and lighting along with providing modest grants to the 

businesses as well.   

Topography  

Most of the Caseville area is relatively flat land which provides for future development.  Development has 

been concentrated in the City of Caseville, the areas immediately surrounding the City, and along the 

shoreline.  Much of surrounding non-shoreline land is used for farming or is undeveloped.  Within the past 

decade, many of the surrounding townships have developed wind turbine farms.  

This waterfront setting is attractive, and the Caseville area enjoys a reputation as a popular resort and 

retirement community.  

Natural Features  

The physical characteristics of the Caseville community are typical of most in the Saginaw Bay area -

relatively flat, densely wooded along a sandy shoreline and little tree cover inland.  Total relief across the 

community is only about 20 feet, from a high point of 604 feet to a low point of 584 feet above sea level. 

Key natural features are shown on Map 2.  

Water resources are among Caseville community's most valuable natural resource.  The most prominent 

natural feature is Saginaw Bay and its shoreline.  Together with the Pigeon River, Mudd and Doer Lakes, 

they account for the majority of surface water in the community.  These water bodies provide recreational 

opportunities such as boating, fishing, and swimming.   Also of great significance is the four mile scenic 

Sand Point, which juts lakeward from the community’s southern end.  Sand beaches line the twelve mile 

shoreline.  With the community located along the coast of the Saginaw Bay, it is governed under the 

Coastal Management Program, which is run by the Michigan Department of the Environment, Great Lakes, 

and Energy (EGLE).    

Caseville also features a handful of large wetland areas.  These areas serve to filter stormwater runoff, help 

control flooding and erosion, and are home to many different types of wildlife and vegetation.  Protection 

of these areas, particularly those regulated by the State, is important in preserving the natural 

environment of the community and safeguarding the community as a tourist destination.  If these wetlands 



 

 

are to be used for recreation purposes, limited impact use such as nature trails and boardwalks would be 

most suitable.  

Another important consideration is the presence of flood hazard areas that are located along the shoreline, 

inland canals, Pigeon River, and other lowland areas.  These areas are a combination of flood hazard areas 

as defined by the Federal Emergency Management Agency, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 

Development, and the Advanced Soil Survey as performed by the U.S. Department of Agriculture.  These 

areas have development limitations since they are subject to periodic flooding, in this case 100 year floods.  

At present, these areas are not extensively developed; therefore, the local governments are in a position to 

preserve and protect these areas from future flooding and subsequent property damage.  

Woodland areas are found throughout the township.  A large percentage of these woodlands contain large 

forested wetlands, which limit development in some of these areas.  If these woodlands are to be used for 

recreation purposes, passive recreational activities and nature trails are recommended. 

Water Resources, Fish, and Wildlife  

Lake Huron's Saginaw Bay has a major impact upon the Caseville community serving as a draw for summer 

tourists and water related recreational activities.  In addition, the Pigeon River, creates a natural harbor, 

runs through the Caseville’s downtown, and is home to several marinas including the Caseville Municipal 

Harbor.  Since Caseville is located on Saginaw Bay, many boaters visit the community for the summer’s 

warm waters and sheltered harbor.  Fishing is a year round sport.  The Caseville community is also close to 

state land for hunting and Rush Lake serves as a state game area.  

Soils  

Soil types should also be considered when planning for development.  The three most common soils for 

the City are Covert, Plainfieid, and Tobico.  The Covert series of soils are deep, moderately well drained 

soils.  These soils are rapidly permeable.  The Plainfield soil series are also deep and excessively drained.  

Plainfield soils are also rapidly permeable.  The Tobico soil series are deep soils in the area as well, but they 

are poorly drained.  Tobico soils are not rapidly permeable.  Within the Township, two soil types 

predominate:  Pipestone-Covert-Tobico soil series predominate while the Kilmanagh-Shebeon-Grindstone 

series predominates in the southeastern portion of the Township.  These soils are well drained and prime 

for agricultural use.   

Transportation Systems  

The current transportation system in the Caseville area is predominately auto orientated.  For those with 

automobile access, this system provides reasonably good access to the recreation facilities and activities 

within the Caseville area as well as regional facilities in adjacent communities.   

The major access route to the Caseville community is M-25, which starts in Bay City, and follows the 

shoreline of the Thumb through Caseville ending in the Port Huron.  West Kinde Road provides east-west 

access across the Thumb in the Caseville region connecting into M-53/Van Dyke Road.  M-53/Van Dyke 

Road provides north-south access through the middle of the Thumb to the Detroit area.   

For those without access to automobiles including the youth, seniors, and the handicapped, access to 

recreation facilities is more difficult.  The Caseville community is served by the Huron Transportation 



 

 

Corporation, known as TAT (Thumb Area Transit), which provides public transit services throughout Huron 

County.  On call transportation service is provided Monday through Saturday.   

For air transportation, the nearest major airport with commercial service is Flint’s Bishop Airport, which is 

located 85 miles to the south.  Bad Axe, approximately 23 miles southeast of Caseville, is home to Huron 

County Memorial Airport, a general aviation facility with two runways.  Farver Field, a private airport, is 

located within the southeastern portion of the Township.   

There is no passenger rail transportation offered within the Thumb.  The nearest train station is located in 

Flint, MI with Amtrak service to Chicago, IL.   

The nearest intercity bus station is located in Bay City, approximately 48 miles to the southwest.   

Nonmotorized transportation is expanding within Huron County.  Nearly the entire length of M-25 has 

been widened to include an eight-foot wide shoulder on both sides of the road.  Port Austin, Sleeper State 

Park, Rush Lake, and Port Crescent State Park are all accessible traveling northeast along M-25.  Sand Point 

Nature Preserve, Bay Port, and Sebewaing are all accessible traveling southwest along M-25.  Additional 

nonmotorized enhancements are proposed in Section D of this plan that will better connect the M-25 bike 

route through the City and to connect resources and destinations within the Caseville community together.   

With the expected growth of e-bikes (electrical bicycles that provide either electric assist to peddling or 

electric propulsion) and other micromobility platforms, there will be an increase the number of bicycle and 

other wheeled riders and the distances that they may cover.  Having a robust nonmotorized transportation 

system will be an important community asset.   

Tourists travel from the surrounding states and Canada via watercraft.  The Caseville harbor with four 

private and one public marina is able to accommodate most boats.  The Caseville Municipal Harbor may 

house boats up to 50 feet and has transient docks available.  Visiting guests with boats up to 100 feet are 

also welcomed for the day.  With Charity Island only 10 miles away, a charter boat is available for guests to 

visit the island from Caseville.  Au Gres is only 20 miles to the northwest and it is an easy day trip for 

visitors by boat.  

Climate  

The climate of Caseville is typical of the continental United States with four seasons of weather with typical 

weather for the Upper Midwest lake states.  Proximity to Lake Huron does influences this climate. 

Caseville’s climate consists of extreme seasonal change, which means the area can support recreational 

activities ranging from outdoor swimming and athletics in the summer to ice fishing and cross-country 

skiing in the winter.  Generally, January is the coldest month of the year with daytime high average of 29 

degrees Fahrenheit and daytime high of 81 degrees in July.  Caseville's summer temperatures tend to be 

cooler than inland portions of Michigan because of the moderating effect of Lake Huron.  During winter, 

the area also tends to receive a greater amount of snow for this reason.  Precipitation tends to be well 

distributed throughout the year.   

Weather influences the types of recreation that the community may support.  With Caseville’s four-season 

weather pattern, all outdoor recreational activities are possible.   

3. Implications for Recreation Planning 



 

 

The social and physical characteristics which have previously been examined have a number of implications 

on recreation planning for the Caseville community and its facilities.  The most obvious and probably most 

important physical features of Caseville are its location on the shore of Saginaw Bay, its natural harbor, and 

its beaches.  These features are the main focus of the existing recreational activities within the City. 

The tourism industry brings a significant amount of people and income to Caseville.  Almost 33% of people 

employed in the Caseville community are employed in the retail and service trades.  While many of the 

recreational facilities are enjoyed by both residents and tourists alike, there are some differing needs and 

desires.  The summer residents and tourists are probably most interested in typical summer resort types of 

facilities and activities.  These facilities often include such things as beaches, boat launches, marinas, and 

campgrounds.  While many Caseville residents enjoy these activities, there is also a need for diversification 

to include facilities and activities for the rest of the year.  These may include such places as walking/ 

bicycling paths, a community recreation center, pickleball courts, inline skating facilities, ice skating rink, 

plus canoeing and kayaking routes throughout our river and harbor basin. 

One of the social characteristics that was discussed, is the age distribution of the Caseville community 

population.  Given the fact that 56% of Caseville's population is over 55 years of age, this will be taken into 

consideration when planning for recreational facilities.  Due to the high number of seasonal visitors and 

seasonal residents, youth and family needs will also be given high priority.  Also, any recreation facility 

constructed will be ADA compliant to accommodate residents and visitors who may have mobility 

limitations. 

B. Administrative Structure 

The administrative structure of the Caseville Community Recreation Plan will be divided into three sections 

outlining the structure of the three entities that provide recreational services within the area:  1) City of 

Caseville; 2) Caseville Township; and 3) Caseville Harbor Commission.  The City and the Township share a 

variety of services including water, zoning and building administration, fire protection, and other services.  

However, the City and Township only share administration of the parks and recreational services through 

the Caseville Harbor Commission, which is a separate independent agency organized under Public Act 66 of 

1952, which has been subsequently repealed and the harbor statutes incorporated into Part 793 of Public 

Act 451 of 1994.  The remaining parks and recreational services are independently funded and managed by 

each of the three entities.  The development of this joint recreation plan does not anticipate the 

combination of services at this time.  The Caseville Public Schools does provide access to its recreation 

facilities at its educational complex when the facilities are not being used by the school.   

1) City of Caseville –  

a. Administrative Structure – The City of Caseville has a mayor and city council form of 

government with the City Clerk acting as the Office Administrator for the City.  The City 

Council’s Recreation Committee is comprised of three members of the City Council.  This 

committee provides recommendations to City Council regarding budgeting and priority 

identification.  Budgets for recreation activities within the City are approved during the 

annual City budgeting process.  All grants applications and new expenditures outside of the 

annual budget would have to be approved by the City Council.   

The City’s Planning Commission is responsible for drafting the City’s Recreation Plan.  The 

City’s Department of Public Works (DPW) is responsible for the general maintenance of the 



 

 

City’s three parks and day-to-day park operations with their funds coming through the 

annual appropriations process.   

b. Budget - The City of Caseville budgets approximately $36,000 per year for the maintenance 

of its park facilities including DiVincentis Park, Pointe Park, and Main Street/City Park.  This 

amount of funds includes employee wages and general upkeep of the parks.  These funds 

are General Fund dollars, except for grant funds received for improvements to Breakwall 

Pointe Park.   

FY 2019-2020  $36,667.00  $100,000 (Rec. Passport Grant) 
FY 2018-2019  $35,767.00  $180,000 (Trust Fund Grant) 

 
c. Volunteers – The Caseville Chamber of Commerce hosts and supports and hosts a variety 

of events in the community including Cheeseburger in Caseville, a ten-day festival of 

Caribbean-style music, fun, and frolic in August.  A wide array of volunteers are required to 

assist with the hosting of this event which includes a major parade, concerts, sand castle 

decorating contest, fun run, and other activities.  Other volunteer groups help with a 

variety of community-based activities including the Caseville Historical Society, Library 

Club, Kiwanis, and Eagles service clubs and other groups.   

2) Caseville Township –  

a. Administrative Structure – Caseville Township has an elected Board of Trustees comprised 

of the Township Supervisor, Township Clerk, and Township Treasurer who are all paid 

officials along with two Trustees.  A Recreation Committee meets semi-monthly and 

provides recommendations to the Board of Trustees relative recreation programs.  Budgets 

for recreational activities are approved during the Township’s annual budgeting process.  

All grant applications and new expenditures outside of the annual budget would have to be 

approved by the Township Board of Trustees.   

b. Budget – The Township utilizes General Funds for recreational operations and 

maintenance costs.  These funds including paying stipends to the Recreation Committee 

members, recreation programs, maintenance expenses for public ballfield maintenance, 

and utilities.   

FY 2019-2020  $23,000.00 
FY 2018-2019  $19,600.00 
FY 2017-2018  $13,951.59 

 
c. Volunteers – Due to the current limited nature of recreational programming supported by 

the Township at this time, there is limited need or use of volunteers.   

3) Caseville Harbor Commission –  

a.  Administrative Structure – Three representatives for each the City and Township are 

appointed by their respective legislative bodies to serve on the Caseville Harbor 

Commission.  The members of the Harbor Commission elect their Chair each year.  The 

Harbor Commission is a quasi-public agency, and its meetings are open to the public.  The 

Harbor Commission sets its own annual budget with the revenues that it generates 

annually from user fees for dockage, boat launches, fuel sales, and pump outs.   



 

 

b. Budget – The Harbor Commission’s funds are segregated but administered by Caseville 

Township.  These funds are enterprise funds that are generated by the operations of the 

harbor throughout the year.  These expenses include stipends to the Harbor 

Commissioners, salaries for the Harbor Master and Dock Attendant, office administrative 

expenses, insurance, internet, fuel (for sale to boaters), and other miscellaneous expenses. 

 

FY 2019-2020  $237,000.00 

FY 2018-2019  $222,300.00 

FY 2017-2018  $206.689.52 

 

c. Volunteers –  

 

C. Public Input Process –  

Both the City’s current 2019-2023 and the Township’s 2018-2022 recreation plans were utilized as bases 

for the development of this community-wide recreation plan.  The public input processes from the 

development of these precedent plans were key to the development of this plan.   

For the City, the update process was led by the City’s Planning Commission.  The process commenced in 

January 2018.  A recreational survey was distributed to all households via utility bills, and the results were 

incorporated into the drafting of the City’s action plan.  The Planning Commission also held a workshop at 

its February 2018 meeting to review the results of the community survey.  Some of the highlights from the 

City survey included:   

• Movies in the park 

• Kid’s playscape 

• Community recreation/multi-purpose facility 

• More year-round recreation opportunities including ice skating 

• Additional boat launches 

• In-line skating facilities 

• Winter activity hill 

• City walk and additional benches 

• Updated bathrooms at ballpark 

• Library 

• Summer recreation program 

• Community pool 

According to the City’s 2019-23 Recreation Plan, most of the commonly heard themes were related to the 

desire for more year-round recreational activities and provide more recreational activities for the 

permanent residents.   

For the Township, the Caseville Township Parks and Recreation Master Plan – 2018-2022 is an update to 

previous recreation plans, and serves to provide a more up-to-date inventory of and goals for recreation 

within the township and city.  The Township’s original 2002 stand-alone plan was intended to serve as a 



 

 

guide to the Township’s Recreation Commission.  An evening public workshop was advertised across the 

Township, and it was held in July 2002.  The goal of this workshop was to collect input from the residents, 

and the general sentiment heard that evening included:   

• Provide more athletic facilities including soccer fields, football field, tennis and basketball 

courts, and skate parks 

• Increase nonmotorized access to key destinations through the development of bike paths 

• Improve the physical condition and ongoing maintenance of existing parks 

• Develop a multi-use community center 

• Provide more year-round programming for people of all ages 

• Increase the number of special events and festivals for residents and tourists alike 

During the 2017 update to the Township’s 2018-2022 Recreation Plan, the reviewers noted that several of 

the goals were accomplished including the ballfields were enhanced by the Caseville Public Schools and the 

shoulder was widened along M-25, developing a nonmotorized route throughout the Township.  The goal 

of developing festivals and special events has also been partially achieved with support from the Caseville 

Chamber of Commerce and other entities.   

For the development of the Caseville Community Recreation Plan 2020-2024, the Caseville Harbor 

Commission served as the project steering committee.  The Harbor Commission is representative of both 

the City and Township with three representatives appointed from each community.   

The Harbor Commission held multiple meetings that were open to the public, and attendees were asked to 

provide their input into the development of the Caseville Community Recreation Plan.    

At the October 25, 2019 special meeting of the Harbor Commission, the draft language of the public survey 

was reviewed and revised per their input.  The Caseville Community Recreation Survey was released to the 

public on Monday October 28, 2019 and it remained open for three weeks through Friday November 15, 

2019.  Through online distribution via social media and links on the City and Township websites and 

availability of hard copies at the joint City/Township Hall, over 150 surveys were received, which based 

upon population, equals about six percent response rate for the Caseville community.   

Efforts were made to reach out to representatives of the disabled community to ensure that this 

recreation plan would meet the needs of the special needs community.  We received input from …. 

The results of the recreation survey were complied, analyzed, and the results shared with the Harbor 

Commission at its November 20, 2019 meeting.  These results were used to review and revise the City’s 

and Township’s earlier Goals and Objectives and refine the Harbor Commission’s Action items.  The Goals 

and Objectives and Action Program for the Harbor Commission were drafted and presented together.   

The required 30-day public notice was issued in the Huron Daily Tribune on December 23, 2019 announcing 

a Public Hearing for Wednesday January 22, 2020.  A joint meeting of the Caseville Township Board of 

Trustees and the Caseville Harbor Commission was held at the City/Township Hall for the Public Hearing.  

__ people provided testimony at the hearing.  Both entities held subsequent meetings that day, each 

passing resolutions adopting the Caseville Community Recreation Plan 2020-2024.   



 

 

The plan was submitted electronically to the Michigan Department of Natural Resources before February 

1, 2020.   

D. Park and Recreation Inventory 

The Caseville community is offered a variety of recreation opportunities within the immediate area as well 

as within the region.  This chapter describes these facilities and programs in order to gain a better 

understanding of the needs and demands in the community.   

The waterfront is a main recreation focus in the Caseville area with the County Beach, Breakwall Pointe 

Park, and the Municipal Harbor serving as important public access points.  This waterfront is also the 

primary attraction for tourists, and the tourist industry is an important part of the region’s economy.  As 

previously noted, the Caseville Municipal Harbor is run by a Harbor Commission made up of appointees 

from the City of Caseville and Caseville Township. The harbor provides boat launch facilities, gas docks, as 

well as transient and seasonal slips for boats.  

1. Community Operated Park Facilities  

The City, Township, and Harbor Commission maintain six facilities:    

Main St./City Park – Formally named Grand Army of the Republic (GAR) Park, this park is a small ½-acre 

facility consists of paths, benches, monuments, landscaping, and a gazebo. 

John DiVincentis Park - Located adjacent to the Caseville School, the approximately two-acre park is part of 

the Caseville Community Recreation Area (CCRA). This park includes six horseshoe pits, four barbecue grills, 

two basketball hoops, a pavilion, one slide, a set of swings, spring animals, a T-ball field, a set of monkey 

bars, and a recreation building.  

Breakwall Pointe Park – This three-acre area provides parking for activities along the Pigeon River and on 

the breakwall that extends into Lake Huron.  A boardwalk is available from the paved parking lot to the 

beach area.  A new pavilion, handicapped accessible restrooms, and accessible kayak/canoe launch were 

recently added. 

Gagetown Road Public Access – Township operated one-acre waterfront property that provides beach 

access and swimming opportunities for residents.   

Township Hall Property – The Township Hall site measures 15 acres.  When developed, the site is expected 

to include a new Township Hall, basketball and pickleball courts, paths, and other facilities.   

Caseville Municipal Harbor – Facility provides 33 transient and 33 seasonal slips, two boat ramps, daily 

trailer parking, and variety of additional services.   

2. Other Publicly Owned Facilities  

Caseville Schools Athletic Complex – The school facilities occupy approximately 17 acres and includes a 

new large playscape area, two baseball fields, two softball fields, football/soccer field, gymnasium, and 

three tennis courts.  The Caseville Schools Athletic Complex and John DiVincentis Park are part of the 

Caseville Community Recreation Area.    



 

 

Caseville County Park – This 40-acre park is located along Saginaw Bay, just north of Caseville’s downtown 

district.  The park includes public beach, two sand volleyball courts, playscape, bathhouse, five picnic 

pavilions, and beachside snack bar.  The facility includes 200 campsites that are a mixture of seasonal and 

transient sites with variety of services from full service to just water and electric.   

Sand Point Nature Preserve – Located at the base of the Sand Point Peninsula, this 220-acre nature 

preserve is operated by the Saginaw Basin Land Conservancy.  This preserve includes hiking including a new 

boardwalk, birdwatching, biking, trail running, cross-country skiing, snowshoeing, and fishing.   

M-25 Pathway – Except for through downtown Caseville, M-25 has been widened and provides eight-foot 

wide shoulders on both sides of the highway to provide bicycle access through the Caseville community 

and providing connections to the adjacent communities along the Saginaw Bay/Lake Huron shoreline.   

3. Privately Owned Facilities -  

Marinas –  

1) Caseville Marina and Resort – Facility offers approximately 50 seasonal and transient boat slips and 

includes:  water, electrical, cable, and wireless hook-ups; bathhouse; full use of the clubhouse; and 

heated pool.     

2) Hoy’s Saginaw Bay Marina – Facility offers 10 transient slips and dry rack shore storage for 300 boats 

and includes:  boat launch, 12-ton hoist, gas, fishing supplies, groceries, and restroom.   

3) Huron Yacht Club – A membership sailboat club with dockage for 34 sailboats and an adjacent beach.   

4) Riverside Marina – A private 30 slip marina located adjacent to M-25 on the Pigeon River that includes 

landside boat storage.   

Marinas with Campgrounds –  

1) Mariner’s Cove Marina – Located in Downtown Caseville across from the Caseville Municipal Harbor.  

Facility includes 50 boat slips with electrical and water.  The complex also includes 12 RV campsites 

with full hook-ups, picnic tables, cable, and high-speed internet.   

2) Beadle Bay Marina – Located on Sand Point Peninsula within the Township, this facility has 48 

transient and seasonal docks, wooded campsites with electrical and water, fuel dock, bathhouse, and 

boat launch.   

Other Recreation Facilities 

1) Caseville Family Arena – Indoor roller skating rink.   

2) Key North Mini-Golf and Family Fun Center – Activities include putt-putt golf, go-karts, giant slide, 

bumper boats, batting cages, arcade games, and bicycle rentals.  The facility also sells snacks and ice 

cream.   

3) Thumbs Up Kiteboarding – Located at the Caseville County Park, this vendor provides kiteboard 

lessons and rents both kayaks and stand-up paddleboards.   

4) Caseville Rod and Gun Club – Private club with pistol and rifle range with skeet and trap.   

4. Facilities within Huron County located near Caseville 



 

 

1)  Duggan’s Family Campground – Large private campground located just south of McGraw County Day-

use Park.  Facility includes cabins and heated pool.   

2)  State Parks 

a. Port Crescent State Park – This 655-acre park is located 13.5 miles northeast of Caseville.  Park 

includes camping, sandy beaches, and walking trails.   

b. Albert E. Sleeper State Park – Named after the Michigan State Governor from Huron County who 

signed the state statue creating State Parks.  The park is located 4.5 miles northeast of Caseville.  

The 723-acre park includes inland wetlands, hiking trails, campgrounds and sandy beach area.   

3)  County Parks 

a. Oak Beach County Park – Located nine miles northeast of Caseville, this 46-acre park includes 

unimproved boat launch, beach, and 55 campsites. 

b. McGraw County Park – This small seven-acre facility, located eleven miles to the northeast of 

Caseville, includes parking, sandy beach, picnic tables, and a bathhouse.   

c.  Philip County Park – A small two-acre day-use park located ½ mile east of Albert E. Sleeper State 

Park.  This park has paved parking area and port-johns.   

d. Thompson County Park – This two-acre day-use park is located a ¼ mile west of Oak Beach County 

Park on Lake Huron.  It provides a parking area, bathroom, and picnic tables.   

4)  State Game and Wildlife Areas 

a. Rush Lake State Game Area – Located two miles northeast of Caseville, the facility measures 

approximately 2,150 acres of land.  The area is dedicated to wildlife conservation and management 

and allows in-season hunting.   

b. Wildfowl Bay State Wildlife Area – Located immediately southwest of Bay Port, much of the 2,300 

acres includes marsh and mudflats in Saginaw Bay.   

c. Oliver Township State Game Area – Located east of Elkton, this 130-acre preserve is dedicated to 

wildlife conservation and management.   

5)  Scenic Golf and Country Club – 18 hole private golf course with public invited.   

6)  Caseville Golf Course – 9 hole golf course just east of the Township.   

7)   Huron County Nature Center and Wilderness Arboretum – This non-profit facility is located on 280 

acres of land.  The trails and nature center are located ten miles northeast of the City.   

8)  Harbors – Recreational Harbors located near Caseville include Bay Port and Sebewaing to the 

southwest and Port Austin to the northeast along the Saginaw Bay/Lake Huron shoreline.  Charity 

Island has a harbor that could serve as a point of refuge approximately ten miles northwest into the 

mouth of Saginaw Bay.  Au Gres is located on the westside of Saginaw Bay, approximately 20 miles 

northwest of Caseville.    



 

 

Inventory of Existing Recreation Boating Facilities 

The Caseville Harbor is a shallow draft Recreational Harbor per the M-DNR standards for Types of Boating 

Facilities as identified in Appendix M:  Recreational Boating Facilities.  There is 1,800 feet of pier and 4,000 

feet of maintained Federal channel with project depth ranges of between eight to ten feet.  There are 

approximately 500 slips of varying length available at five separate marinas.  Four are privately operated 

and one is a publicly owned facility – the Caseville Municipal Harbor.  As described in the US Army Corps of 

Engineers Harbors Infrastructure Inventories report – circa 2012, the harbor “serves as an important 

Harbor of Refuge, supports charter fishing and recreational navigation interests, and has 500 recreational 

boat slips”.   

Caseville Municipal Harbor 

This facility provides protection from Lake Huron, transient/day-use, and overnight dockage.  The facility 

has 66 slips - 33 transient/day use slips and 33 seasonal docks in addition to two boat ramps with trailer 

parking.   

The Caseville Municipal Harbor functions as a Recreational Harbor that is located at 43° 56' 34" N   83° 

16' 32" W.  The harbor’s restrooms are ADA accessible.  The existing harbor site is nearly fully developed 

with an expansion onto adjacent parcels envisioned if funding is available.   

The facility provides:  water, electricity (30 amp at 120 volts), restrooms, showers, gas and diesel, 

pumpouts, ice, boat launch, dog run, 24-hr security, picnic tables with grills, laundry, and Wi-Fi.   

Marketing/events/partnerships 

Dredging – needs, cycle, volume, disposal 

Infrastructure replacement schedule 

Annual maintenance schedule 

Capital Improvements Plan (large scale maintenance and replacement schedule (docks, buildings, pumps, 

etc) 

Park and Recreation Analysis 

National standards were examined to compare recreation facilities utilized by residents to determine 

where potential improvements can be made.  Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) has 

adopted the National Recreation and Parks Association (NRPA) standards to determine the need for 

recreation facilities in each community.  These standards establish the necessary amount of parkland 

acreage and specific recreation facilities, such as tennis courts or soccer fields, which should be available 

based upon the population of the community.  

These standards were applied to the existing inventory of recreation facilities within the Caseville 

community to determine if deficiencies are present. Table 10 on the following page applies these 

standards, based on the Caseville community estimated 2017 population of 2,413 people, to the existing 

parkland and facilities within the City and Township and identifies specific parkland and facilities surpluses 

and deficiencies.  



 

 

It is important to note that the national standards are guidelines set over twenty years ago and are not 

necessarily representative of the current needs and desires of area residents.  Furthermore, the NRPA 

standards shall only be used as a baseline and must be adjusted upward or downward, as appropriate, to 

reflect the unique and specific characteristic applicable to the community.  Therefore, the surpluses and 

deficiencies are more closely analyzed in the narrative found later in this chapter.  In many cases, the 

decision was made to vary from the national standard for a more accurate account of facilities.  This 

evaluation took into consideration factors including state and private facilities, the distribution of the 

facilities, trends in the community, cost, and the level of convenience to access. 

Park Classification  

The NRPA has established generally recognized standards for classifying types of parkland. These standards 

provide a means for determining the primary purpose or use of existing facilities within a community.  They 

have identified ten park types, not all of which are applicable to every community and five pathway and 

walkway types.  The following eight park and two trail types would be appropriate for the rural small town 

setting found within the Caseville community.   

Mini-Parks - Mini-Parks are small, specialized parks, usually less than an acre in size, that serve the needs 

of residents in the surrounding neighborhood.  A mini-park may serve a limited population or specific 

group such as tots or senior citizens.  The Main Street/City Park is the only developed mini-park within the 

community, located in the heart of downtown Caseville.  The Gagetown Road Public Access serves as an 

undeveloped mini-park, offering swimming access to Township residents.  

Neighborhood Parks - Neighborhood parks are typically multi-purpose facilities that provide areas for 

intensive active recreation activities, such as field games, court games, playgrounds, picnicking, etc.  

Neighborhood parks generally serve a larger area beyond the adjacent neighborhood, and John Divincentis 

Park is the only neighborhood park within the community.  

Community Parks - Community Parks typically contain a wide variety of recreation facilities to meet the 

diverse needs of residents from several neighborhoods.  Community parks may include areas for intense 

active recreation.  No park serves this function in the Caseville community.    

School Park – School Parks are located on school property grounds or specifically serve a school district 

offsite of school property.  These facilities provide playgrounds and athletic fields for the students.    

Natural Resource Area – Natural Resource areas are set aside to protect unique or special resources.  Sand 

Point Nature Preserve serves as a valuable protector of the Lake Huron shoreline.   

Regional/Metropolitan Park – Larger park areas that serve a larger catchment area and may include both 

passive and active recreation areas.   

Special Use – These park areas are often created for a single purpose use.  Examples within the Caseville 

community include Breakwall Pointe Park, Caseville Municipal Harbor, and Caseville County Park.    

Private Park/Recreation Area – These privately-owned parks and recreation facilities provide a variety of 

activities that often enrich the communities recreational outlets.  Examples within Caseville include private 

marinas, golf courses, kiteboarding rental, skating rink, and mini-golf facility.   



 

 

Greenway/Pathway – Linear nonmotorized pathway that is designed to connect destinations together for 

recreation or commuting purposes.  The M-25 Pathway currently serves as a regional pathway, but this 

facility isn’t suitable for families or walkers.   

Various Trails – Shorter pathways that are used to connect larger destinations together.  They may include 

on-street paths and connector trails.  Caseville currently has no designated Various Trails within its 

boundaries; however, the Nonmotorized Vision Plan does identify several that could be developed within 

the community.   

The following table has been adapted from standards originally developed by the National Recreation and 

Park Association in 1983 and updated and revised.  Several park and trail types not applicable for Caseville 

have not been included.  The listing describes the type of park, its service area, location, and typical size.   

TABLE D-1 
PARK CLASSIFICATIONS 

Park Type Description Service Area Setting Typical 
Size 

Mini • Small specialized parks that serve the 
needs of residents in the surrounding 
neighborhood.   

• Provides daily places for those who 
cannot travel 

¼ mile Residential 2,500 sq. 
ft. to one 
acre 

Neighborhood • Multi-purpose facilities that serve a 
local recreational and social focus. 

• Provides both active and passive 
recreation. 

¼ mile to ½ 
mile 

Away from 
main roads 

Five to ten 
acres 

Community • Meets larger community-wide needs.   

• Preserves unique landscapes and open 
spaces.   

½ mile to 
three miles 

Varies 30 to 50 
acres 

School • Facilities located on public school 
property. 

• Generally used for school athletic 
programs but are also open to the 
public. 

Determined by school location, age of 
student population, and site size 

Natural 
Resource 
Areas 

• Lands set aside for preservation due to 
significant natural resources, 
landscapes, or aesthetics.   

• May be used only for passive 
recreation.   

Determined by the resource, site 
location, and size 

Regional / 
Metropolitan 
Park 

• Land set aside for preservation of 
natural beauty or environmental 
significance, recreational use or historic 
or cultural interest 

Serve 
several 
communities 
within one-
hour drive 
time 

Based 
upon 
setting 

200 + acres 



 

 

Special Use • Broad range of parks and recreational 
facilities orientated towards a single-
purpose use 

Variable Based 
upon use 

Variable 

Private Park / 
Recreation 
Facility 

• Parks and recreation facilities that are 
privately owned yet contribute to 
public park 

Dependent upon specific use 
 

Greenway/ 
Pathway 

• Linear parks generally measured in 
feet/miles rather than acres 

• Can links parks together to create a 
continuous park.   

• Predominately designed for non-
motorized exercise (walking, running, 
bicycling) and safe travel.   

Depends on available resources and 
location 

Various Trails 
– Park, 
Connector, 
On-Street, 
Mt. Bike 

• Park Trails are located within existing 
parks - paved or nature 

• Connector Trails connect into parks 

• On-Street may include bike routes, bike 
lanes, and paved shoulders 

Variable and depends upon alignment 

Adapted from: 
Lancaster, R.A., Ed.  Recreation, Park and Open Space Standards and Guidelines, Alexandria, VA:  National Recreation and Park 

Association, 1983 

Parkland  

The nationally recognized standard for parkland type and amount per 1,000 residents has been applied to 

inventoried parkland facilities, based on the 2017 U.S. Census American Community Survey estimate for 

the Caseville community of 2,413 year-round residents.  According to the national standards, the Caseville 

community should have at least 38.9 acres of parkland.  

Based on the current inventory of parkland, the Caseville community far exceeds that number with over 

999.5 acres of parkland.  However, 943 acres of the community’s total parkland are within the Sand Point 

Nature Preserve and the Albert E. Sleeper State Park, leaving most residents without nearby and easy 

access to smaller Mini and Neighborhood Parks.  The City and the Township should look into developing 

new recreational facilities spread across the community to ensure an even distribution of parks and 

recreational spaces and facilities.  

These numbers should also be evaluated against the influx tourists and summer residents who 

predominately come to the community during the summer months.  A safe estimate of the increase in 

population during the summer months is three-fold, and with those added residents and visitors, the 

community would definitely fall below the recommendations for Mini and Neighborhood Parks.   

Although the City and Township surpass the required acreage established by the national standards for 

community parks, according to input from the public, additional areas are needed for active recreation of 

this scale.  Therefore, consideration should be given to providing additional parkland in locations that will 

be easily accessible to residents located near these new facilities. 

 



 

 

Table D.2 
Public Parkland Acreage Analysis 
Park Classification NRPA Guideline (per 

1,000 residents) 
Recommended for 

Caseville 
Community 

Existing Deficiency 

Mini Parks 0.25 to 0.5 (.375) 0.9 1.5 0.4 

Neighborhood Parks 1.0 to 2.0 (1.75) 4.2 2.0 -2.2 

Community Parks 5.0 to 8.0 (6.5) 15.7 53.01 37.3 

Regional Parks1 5.0 to 10 (7.50) 18.1 943.02 924.9 

Total  38.9 999.5 960.4 
1For calculation of the acreage analysis, Pointe Park, Caseville Municipal Harbor, and the Caseville Schools Athletic Complex were 

identified as Community Parks 
2 For the Regional Park category, Sand Point Nature Preserve and Albert E. Sleeper State Park were identified as Regional Parks 

 

 

TABLE D.3 
LEVELS OF PARK ACCESSIBILITY  

Level Characteristics 

0 • Completely undeveloped and left in a natural state.  

• No paved surfaces.   

1 • Not accessible to people with a broad range of physical disabilities.   

• Few paved areas.   

• Facilities such as play equipment and picnic areas are not easily accessible.   

2 • Somewhat accessible to people with a broad range of physical disabilities 

• Either the parking or pathways are paved, but not both.   

• Many of the facilities, such as play equipment or picnic areas, are not easily 
accessible. 

3 • Mostly accessible to people with a broad range of physical disabilities.   

• Most of the parking and pathways are paved.   

• Some of the facilities, such as play equipment or picnic areas, are accessible but may 
not be completely barrier-free.   

4 • Completely accessible to people with a broad range of physical disabilities.   

• Parking areas and pathways are paved.   

• Most of the facilities, such as play equipment or picnic areas, are easily accessible.   

5 • Completely accessible and designed using the principles of Universal Design.   

• Enables all environments to be usable by everyone, regardless of age, ability, or 
situation.   

 

TABLE D.4 
CASEVILLE COMMUNITY PARKS AND FACILITIES INVENTORY & ACCESSIBILITY RATING 

Park Park 
Type1 

Acres Access- 
ibility 
Rating2 

Baseball/ 
Softball  
Fields 

Soccer 
Fields 

Tennis 
Courts 

Walking 
Trails  

Play- 
Grounds 

Rest-
room 
bldgs 

Picnic  
Shelters 

Basket
- 
Ball  
Courts 



 

 

Main St./ 
City Park 

M 0.5 4       1  

John 
Divincentis 

N 2.0 2     1  1 1 

Pointe 
Park 

SU 3.0 4    1 1 1 1  

Gagetown 
Road 
Public 
Access 

M 1.0 1         

Township 
Hall Site 

N 15.0 0*         

Caseville 
Municipal 
Harbor 

SU 10.0 2       1 1  

Caseville 
Schools 
Athletic 
Complex 

S 17.0 2 2/2  3  1 1   

Caseville 
County 
Park 

SU 40 2    1 1 2 5 23 

Sand Point 
Nature 
Preserve 

NRA 220 1         

M-25 
Pathway 

PW 7.2 
miles 

NA         

1 Park type key:  M – Mini Park; N – Neighborhood Park; S – Schools; C – Community Park; SU – Special Use; NRA – Natural 
Resource Area; PW - Pathway 
2 See Table D.3 for levels of accessibility 
3 Two beach volleyball courts, not basketball courts 
*Undeveloped; rating and inventory are expected to be at least 3 once developed 

 

Facilities 

National averages were analyzed to compare the facilities offered to the residents and the public survey 

asked questions to assist in determining where potential deficiencies exist.  As described earlier, these 

national averages need to be considered in relation to the specific needs and conditions of the community.  

It was clear through discussions with township residents and officials that there is a deficiency in basic 

facilities, such as indoor facilities and nonmotorized pathways.  

In earlier Recreation Plans, the preparers determined through discussions with both officials and the public 

that the community lacks any type of central gathering place, or community center.   All of the 

programming classes and activities are held at the school facilities or at churches or clubs.  A centrally 

located public community center, would provide not only a permanent location for classes and activities, 

but would also serve as "a place to go" for community residents of all ages.  There was much desire to see 

the Caseville community develop an indoor swimming pool and skating rink.  These types of use would be 



 

 

ideal at a multi-purpose community center, which would serve as a year-round facility that would help 

provide opportunities for indoor activities during the colder months or inclement summer weather.  

The township could also benefit from the development of some "supplemental", and more recently 

popular, recreation facilities that help to provide a diverse selection of recreational opportunities for 

residents and to better meet a wider range of recreational needs.  Facilities that have become more 

frequently provided by municipalities include volleyball courts, community swimming pools, outdoor or 

indoor skating rinks, nature trails, pickleball courts, splash pads, and skateboard parks.  These types of 

facilities are generally not programmed and can allow residents to enjoy at their leisure and could be 

incorporated into a multi-purpose community center.  

 

TABLE D.5 
ANALYSIS OF THE CASEVILLE COMMUNITY RECREATION FACILITIES VERSUS M-DNR RECOMMENDATIONS 
Park Facility MDNR 

Guidelines 
(facilities by 

pop.) 

Recommended Existing 
(within 

Caseville 
Community) 

Deficiency Existing 
(located at 
Caseville 

schools or 
neighboring 

communities) 

Badminton 1 court/5,000 0.5 0 -2 0 

Basketball 1 court/5,000 0.5 1 0 1 

Handball 1 court/20,000 Within 15-30 
min. drive 

0 N/A 0 

Playground 1 per 3,000 1 1 0 1 

Ice Hockey 1 rink/100,000 Within ½ hr to 1 
hr drive 

0 N/A 4a 

Tennis 1 court/2,000 1 0 -1 3 

Volleyball 1 court/5,000 0.5 2 +1 1 

Baseball 1 field/5,000 0.5 0 -1 2 

Field Hockey/ 
Lacrosse 

1 field/20,000 Within 15-30 
min. drive 

0 N/A 0 
 

Football 1 field/20,000 Within 15-30 
min. drive 

0 N/A 1 

Soccer 1 field/10,000 1 0 -1 0 

Golf Driving 
Range 

1 per 50,000 Within 30 min. 
drive 

2 N/A 0 

¼ Mile Running 
Track 

1 per 20,000 Within 15-30 
min. drive 

1 
 

N/A 3 

Softball 1 per 5,000 0.5 0 -1 2 

Multi-Sport 
Courts 

1 court/10,000 1 0 -1 0 

Trails 1 system per 
region 

1 1 0 0 

Archery 1 range per 
50,000 

Within 30 min. 
drive 

1 N/A 1b 



 

 

Combination 
Trap and Skeet 
Field 

1 range per 
50,000 

Within 30 min. 
drive 

1 0 1b 

Golf course 
9 hole/18 hole 

1 course/25,000 
1 course/50,000 

Within ½ hr. to 1 
hr drive 

1 
1 

N/A Several 

Swimming Pool 1 pool/20,000  Within15-30 
min. drive 

0 N/A 1 

Beach Area Not applicable Within ½ to 1 hr 
drive 

1 N/A Several 

a Four ice rinks are located within one hour drive 
b Caseville Rod and Gun Club 
N/A – not applicable - the recommendation is based upon population that exceeds the community’s or facility is not required to be 

located within the community but within a drive radius 

 
In reviewing the community’s recreation facilities in relation to the M-DNR recommended standards, the 

Caseville community does meet most of the recreation facility goals.  In several instances, where the 

community fell below the standards on properties that they own or manage, it was in compliance once the 

Caseville Public Schools facilities were added.   

Where the community falls below the recommended requirements include:  badminton, soccer, and multi-

sport courts.   

Besides sports offered to students at Caseville Public Schools, there is few organized sports are offered in 

the Caseville community.  There is a Caseville Little League that provides softball, baseball, and tee-ball for 

area youth.   

At the time of the written of this recreation plan, no organized adult sports leagues are operating within 

the Caseville community.   

Nonmotorized Vision Plan 

Community sidewalks and pathways were identified as recreational amenities that residents strongly 

desired.  The survey results illustrated overwhelming support of improving the nonmotorized options 

within the community.  The City has developed sidewalks throughout its downtown that lead to the 

Caseville County Park.  The addition of more pathways would help connect Township residents to 

downtown Caseville and surrounding communities.  A comprehensive pathway system would provide a 

variety of benefits and add to the overall quality of life for residents by: 

• Providing multi-modal access throughout the community to key destinations including 

neighborhoods, commercial areas, civic uses, parks, and open space;  

• Creating a desired amenity for both year round and summer residents and tourists;  

• Providing a source of recreation for residents that bike, jog, walk, and exercise;  

• Providing an equitable transportation network that serves all residents equally; and 

• Increasing social interaction between residents leading to an improved sense of community 

A nonmotorized vision plan is presented on Map __ as a recreational goal for the community to achieve.  

This plan was developed during the recreation plan development process, and the general concepts and 

proposed routes were vetted by the Harbor Commission at its November 20, 2019 meeting.  Currently, the 



 

 

Caseville community nonmotorized network is comprised of widened shoulders along M-25 both north and 

south of downtown Caseville; however, the road narrows within the City’s downtown district and the users 

are forced onto the City sidewalks or to ride in the street with heavy summer traffic.   

The major issues facing the nonmotorized network currently are:  

1) The widened shoulders along M-25 disappear in the Downtown district and there is no easy 

through route for nonmotorized users wanting to safely and quickly pass through Caseville’s 

downtown district; 

2) All nonmotorized community traffic must travel along M-25 at this time, which does not provide a 

safe and reasonable route for families to reach the Downtown;   

3) Caseville County Park is only connected by standard sidewalks, and the campers and other park 

users will likely utilize bicycles, wagons, and strollers to walk family members into the downtown 

district.  The sidewalk is not wide enough, and it should be widened to an appropriate sidepath 

width of ten feet from the park entrance south to the M-25 Pigeon River Bridge;   

4) The Caseville Public Schools complex is only connected by standard residential sidewalks instead of 

more robust and more appropriate nonmotorized pathway segments; 

5) No pedestrian connection exists from the neighborhoods west of “Wooded Island” and the 

Mariner’s Cove Marina along River Street.   

6) Sand Point peninsula’s higher residential population does not have a satisfactory nonmotorized 

connection to M-25 or with the rest of the community.   

To address the above identified issues, the nonmotorized vision plan recommends the following 

improvements, which are illustrated on Map __.   

1) Improve residential connections to Downtown and offer through travelers a bypass by:  

a. Build a sidepath on the south side of the community along N. Campbell Road north from 

Crescent Beach Road to M-25 and extend it west along Crescent Beach Road to M-25; 

b. Build a sidepath on the north side of the community along Sand Road from M-25 to 

Gagetown Road and north along Gagetown Road to the Gagetown Road Public Access; and  

c. Widen the existing sidewalk on the south/east side of M-25 from N. Caseville Road to 

Michigan Avenue into a ten-foot cross section sidepath; 

2) Construct a sidepath from the Caseville County Park to the Pigeon River Bridge; 

3) Widen the M-25 Pigeon River Bridge on the westside to accept a sidepath; 

4) Connect the schools complex to the nonmotorized network by building sidepaths or enhanced 

sidewalks (measuring eight feet in width) along Pine and Vine Streets;   

5) Complete the Downtown bypass and enhance the connectivity of the school complex by widening 

the existing sidewalk along Michigan Street from Vine Street west to Oakland Street/Oak Bluff 

Road and extend pathway to N. Caseville Road and widen existing sidewalk on eastside of N. 

Caseville Road into a sidepath;   

6) Install a sidewalk along River Street from Michigan Avenue north to the Huron Yacht Club; and 

7) Widened Crescent Beach Road’s shoulders to at least four feet in width (preferably five feet) in 

each direction west from M-25 along the entire length of Sand Point peninsula.   



 

 

Both the City of Caseville and Caseville Township should adopt Complete Streets resolutions that will 

require all future street construction projects to consider nonmotorized transportation options during any 

renovation or reconstruction project.   

These improvements would greatly enhance the nonmotorized connectivity within and around the 

Caseville community.  These enhancements would serve year-round and seasonal residents and tourists 

alike.  This vision plan is anticipated to take up to twenty years to be implemented.  The community should 

prioritize which segments are needed the most while allowing for some less prioritized segments to be 

built when opportunities arise due to road construction, grant availability, or other opportunity arises.  

E. Goals and Objectives and Action Program 

Planning for Caseville community’s parks and recreation facilities involves a thorough process at the onset 

of plan development and throughout the planning cycle.  This chapter of the plan is the culmination of a 

comprehensive effort that began with public involvement and the analysis of existing community 

conditions.  In addition, existing parks, recreation facilities, and programs were inventoried and evaluated.  

An assessment of need was then developed taking into consideration the community's physical, social, and 

administrative characteristics.   

The result of the extensive review process leads to the development of the goals and objectives that serve 

as the foundation for specific recommendations.  These statements assist in prioritizing action strategies 

for the Caseville community and each of the three implementation entities.  

The Five-Year Action Plan follows the overall recreation vision and the specific objectives to achieve that 

vision.  This plan itemizes strategies for the City, Township, and Harbor Commission to follow each year in 

order to fulfill the community’s vision regarding parks and recreation.  This plan functions as an annual 

checklist that should be reviewed at the beginning and end of each year in order to track implementation 

progress.  The tables are broken down for each implementation entity for calendar years spanning 2020 – 

2024 (the City of Caseville is currently operating under its own Recreation Plan and their table covering 

years 2019-2023 has been included for informational purposed and illustrate the community-wide goals 

and interrelated nature of providing recreational services to the Caseville community).  

Vision  

The Caseville community through its three recreation plan partners will provide its residents, seasonal 

residents, and tourists alike with high-quality destinations and recreational facilities and programs that 

offer a variety of year-round recreation opportunities to serve the varied needs and interests of the 

community.   

Objectives 

1. Construct a multi-purpose community center with indoor and outdoor recreation facilities, 

including an indoor swimming pool, which can be used for year-round activities. 

2. Construct a multi-purpose lighted outdoor basketball court(s). 

3. Construct a press box and sound system for Little League fields and red clay for the ballfields. 



 

 

4. Create a unified design theme at all community parks through the use of consistent elements such 

as signage, seating, waste receptacles, and lighting. 

5. Enhance existing park facilities through modernization of equipment, enhanced accessibility, and 

improved maintenance. 

6. Ensure all new projects exceed Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) minimum design 

requirements and strive to achieve Universal Design standards and meet the Federal Architectural 

and Transportation Barriers Compliance Board’s Accessibility Guidelines for Outdoor Developed 

Areas.   

7. Develop a comprehensive pathway system that links residents to key destinations in the 

community such as downtown, the school, and parks, and to surrounding communities. 

8. Develop small neighborhood and mini-parks for both fundamental and supplemental facilities 

within existing neighborhoods. 

9. Further develop multi-seasonal recreation opportunities, including winter sports such as cross-

country skiing, snowmobiling, skating, and ice fishing and indoor activities. 

10. Work with Huron County to explore year-round use of Caseville County Park. 

11. Continue to work with and support recreation providers to ensure provision of high-quality 

recreation programming for its residents. 

12. Support private development of tourist related recreation and entertainment projects in the 

Caseville area. 

13. Through existing means, including the City and Township’s Recreation Committees and Harbor 

Commission, ensure that resident interests for various types of recreation programs are offered to 

meet the needs of summer and year-round residents and visitors alike. 

14. Collaborate with surrounding communities to improve the regional approach to providing 

recreational opportunities. 

15. Explore various funding sources and ventures in order to improve services and the quality of 

recreation. 

16. Improve communication with residents and those interested in recreation opportunities in the 

area through the use of newsletters and the internet. 

17. Ensure cooperation amongst the entities covered by this Recreation Plan to seek out and purchase 

additional land for parks within the area. 

18. Ensure the Caseville Municipal Harbor provides needed services that support the boating public 

and community and engages in capital investments necessary to continue the operation of the 

facility and expand facility if needed and when funding sources are available.   

Action Plan  



 

 

The Caseville Community Recreation Plan Action Plan provides a five-year implementation action plans for 

the City, Township and Harbor Commission administration, the municipality’s Recreation Committees, and 

all others involved in park and recreation planning.  

While the objectives outline many actions to help reach the overall recreation vision, this five-year plan 

prioritizes and organizes them into useable schedules.  This organization not only keeps the various entities 

on track with projects but it also helps to identify funding priorities.  Included with the action items are 

cost estimates and potential funding sources to consider.  

Recreation Capital Improvement Plan Schedules  

The following action items are included in the current approved City of Caseville Community Recreation 

Plan 2019-2023.   

City of Caseville 

YEAR PROJECT  BENEFITS COSTS AND ANTICIPATED 
FUNDING SOURCES 

2019 Install new restrooms at 
Pointe Park 

Improve Accessibility 
Eliminate offensive odors 
Provide year-round access 
Serves local and transient 
populations 

• $130,000 

• Local/DNR 
 

2019 Acquire land for future 
recreation facilities 

Provide greater variety of 
recreational services 

• $2,000,000 

• Local/DNR 

2019 Dredging of existing 
waterways along with 
additional waterways 

Enhance boating • Cost Uncertain 

• Army Corps 

2019 Summer Recreation Program Serves local and transient 
populations 

• City  
 

 

YEAR PROJECT  BENEFITS COSTS AND ANTICIPATED 
FUNDING SOURCES 

2020 City Walk with additional 
benches; safe walkways to 
school; new recreation 
facilities; and replace brick 
pavers in sidewalks 

Serves local and transient 
populations 
Enhances aesthetics 
Provides for more passive 
recreation activities – 
walking 
Enhances safety 

• $600,000 

• CDBG/Local/DNR 

• DDA 
 

2020 Construct playscape – 
construct new and update 
existing with UDADA 
standards throughout the 
City 

Serves local and transient 
populations 
Addresses accessibility 
issues  

• $50,000 

• Local/DNR 



 

 

2020 Bikepaths within the City and 
host triathlon 

Serves local and transient 
populations 

• City – approx. $5,000 

• Local/DNR 

2020 Ice Rink Skating and hockey • City  
 

 

YEAR PROJECT  BENEFITS COSTS AND ANTICIPATED 
FUNDING SOURCES 

2021 New restrooms at Ball Park Serves local and transient 
populations 

• $100,000 

• C.A.R.A. 
 

2021 Construction of Jet Ski/ 
Paddleboat/Kayak/Boat 
Launch 

Free up congested existing 
launch at harbor 

• $100,000 

• Local/DNR 

 

YEAR PROJECT  BENEFITS COSTS AND ANTICIPATED 
FUNDING SOURCES 

2022 Construction of Community 
Recreation/Multipurpose 
Center 

Provide year around 
activities 
Provide greater variety of 
recreation activities 
Provide facility for elderly 
population 

• $2,000,000 

• Local/DNR 

• Private foundation 
 

2022 Additional Breakwall located 
near Huron Yacht Club 

Improve harbor safety 
Provide calmer water for 
boats docked in marinas 

• Army Corps 

 

YEAR PROJECT  BENEFITS COSTS AND ANTICIPATED 
FUNDING SOURCES 

2023 Splash Park Provides new recreational 
activity 
Serves local and transient 
populations 

• Local/DNR 
 

2023 Visitor Center Serves local and transient 
populations 

• Local/Grants 

2023 Winter Activity Hill New winter activity • Local/Grants 

2023 Disc Golf and Pool at 
Caseville Public Schools 

Provide new activities  
Serves local and transient 
populations 

• Local/Grants 

2023 Band Shell and Concession at 
the beach 

Added amenity for movies 
and concerts 

• Local/Grants 

 

Caseville Township  



 

 

There are approximately 18 action items for the Caseville Township five-year planning period, in addition 

to four on-going items.  All of the cost estimates are in 2017 dollars and will most likely increase over the 

five-year period (awaiting input from Township Recreation Committee).  In addition, the action strategies 

have been organized by year, but the order may change due to scheduling conflicts or budgetary 

constraints.  It is essential the township review this plan at the beginning and end of each year to keep it 

current and to ensure that it continues to be feasible.  A description of potential funding sources is 

included in this section following the Action Plan.   

 

YEAR PROJECT  BENEFITS COSTS AND ANTICIPATED 
FUNDING SOURCES 

2018 Construction of Multipurpose 
Community Center – Phase 1, 
research land acquisition  

Year-round benefits • Staff Time 
 

2018 Create Unified Design Theme 
at all parks – for signage, 
seating, waste receptacles, 
and lighting 

Enhance park facilities  
Improve accessibility 
Address maintenance issues 

• $20,000 - $30,000 

• Local/Grants 

2018 Improve Gagetown Road 
Public Access – add picnic 
tables, pavilion, playscape, 
horseshoe pits, and shuffle 
board 

Improve accessibility 
Enhance park facilities 

• $150,000 - $250,000 

• Local/Grants 

2018 Construction of 
Comprehensive Pathway 
System – Phase 1 

Serves local and transient 
populations 

• Staff Time 

• Grants 
 

 

YEAR PROJECT  BENEFITS COSTS AND ANTICIPATED 
FUNDING SOURCES 

2019 Construction of Multipurpose 
Community Center – Phase 2, 
Continue land acquisition and 
develop concept plan  

Year-round benefits • Local/Grants 
 

2019 Implement Unified Design 
Theme at Gagetown Road 
Public Access – for signage, 
seating, waste receptacles, 
and lighting 

Enhance park facilities  
 

• $10,000 - $20,000 

• Local/Grants 

2019 Improve Gagetown Road 
Public Access – Install 
restrooms and pave parking 
area 

Improve accessibility 
Enhance park facilities 

• $50,000 - $100,000 

• Local/Grants 

2019 Construction of 
Comprehensive Pathway 
System – Phase 2, 

Serves local and transient 
populations 

• $115,000 - $230,000 
 



 

 

construction of pathways 
from City to Crescent Beach 
Road 

 

YEAR PROJECT  BENEFITS COSTS AND ANTICIPATED 
FUNDING SOURCES 

2020 Construction of Multipurpose 
Community Center – Phase 3, 
Develop detailed 
construction drawing and site 
plan  

Year-round benefits • $50,000 –$ 75,000 

• Local/Grants 
 

2020 New Mini and Neighborhood 
Parks – Installation of 
signage, picnic facilities, and 
Playscapes 

Enhance park facilities  
 

• $50,000 - $100,000 

• Local/Grants 

2020 Construction of 
Comprehensive Pathway 
System – Phase 3, 
Construction of pathways 
from City to the north 

Serves local and transient 
populations 

• $135,000 - $270,000 

• Local/Grants 
 

 

YEAR PROJECT  BENEFITS COSTS AND ANTICIPATED 
FUNDING SOURCES 

2021 Construction of Multipurpose 
Community Center – Phase 4, 
Begin construction 

Year-round benefits • $1,000,000 to 
$3,000,000 

• Local/Grants 
 

2021 New Mini and Neighborhood 
Parks – Continue 
development 

Enhance park facilities  
 

• $50,000 - $100,000 

• Local/Grants 

2021 Construction of 
Comprehensive Pathway 
System – Phase 4, Develop 
pathway along Crescent 
Beach Road to M-25 

Serves local and transient 
populations 

• $400,000 - $800,000 

• Grants/MDOT 
 

 

YEAR PROJECT  BENEFITS COSTS AND ANTICIPATED 
FUNDING SOURCES 

2022 Construction of Multipurpose 
Community Center – Phase 5, 
Complete construction and 
finish development of 
athletic fields, landscaping, 
and pathway connections 

Year-round benefits • Remainder of 
$1,000,000 to 
$3,000,000 

• Local/Grants 
 



 

 

2022 Parks and Recreation Plan 
Update – Revise plan 
appropriately 

Necessary to achieve all 
community recreation goals 
 

• $10,500 

• Local 

2021 Construction of 
Comprehensive Pathway 
System – Phase 5, Develop 
pathway along Caseville Road 
and Sand Road into City 

Serves local and transient 
populations 

• $200,000 - $300,000 

• Grants/MDOT 
 

 

Caseville Harbor Commission 

The Caseville Harbor Commission Action Plan is designed to achieve the vision of the Caseville Community 

Recreation Plan by ensuring that a high quality recreational harbor with a host of facilities and operations is 

provided to the community.   

This portion of the Action Plan illustrates steps for the Harbor Commission to take to achieve the 

Recreation Plan Objectives.  Several of the Action Program steps will:  1) ensure that the existing facility 

carries out ongoing annual maintenance of its facilities; 2) engages in grant writing activities to raise grant 

funds to engage in larger capital projects; 3) work with area recreation providers and organizations to 

ensure that the Harbor supports recreational programming for area residents; and 4) utilizes traditional 

media, online media, and social media to improve the communication with year-round and summer 

residents and visitors.   

 

YEAR PROJECT  BENEFITS COSTS AND ANTICIPATED 
FUNDING SOURCES 

2020 New gangways Replaces older decking 
nearing life expectancy 
Reduces maintenance costs 

• Local/DNR 
 

2020 Tar and stripe parking lot Maintains lot before further 
deterioration 
Improve Accessibility 

• Local/Grants 

2020 Replace floor in bathroom Fixing deteriorating floor 
Improves ease of cleaning 

• Local/Grants 

• $25,000 

2020 Replace “No Trespassing” 
signs 

Replaces deteriorating 
signage 

• Local 

• $1,250 

2020 Install new launch ramp Existing boat ramp is 
deteriorating and is ready 
for replacement 

• Local/Grants 

 

YEAR PROJECT  BENEFITS COSTS AND ANTICIPATED 
FUNDING SOURCES 

2021 Fuel dock replacement  Replaces outdated 
equipment  

• Local/Grants 
 



 

 

Improves environmental 
controls 

2021 New docks and fingers on 
fuel dock and middle dock 

Enhance facilities  
Reduce maintenance costs 
 

• Local/Grants 

2021 Electric stand replacements Enhance safety 
Reduce maintenance costs 

• Local/Grants 

2021 Replace fuel pumps Replaces outdated 
equipment  
Improves environmental 
controls 

• Local/Grants 
 

2021 Expand harbor Provide added dockage for 
additional boaters 

• Local/Grants 

• $300,000 

 

YEAR PROJECT  BENEFITS COSTS AND ANTICIPATED 
FUNDING SOURCES 

2022 Install new landscaping 
around buildings and parking 
lot 

Year-round benefits 
Improves aesthetics 

• Local/Grants 

• $20,000 
 

2022 Replace bathroom stalls Repair deteriorating facility 
 

• Local/Grants 

2022 Install gazebo between 
building and landscape 

Provide enhancement for 
boating public 

• Local/Grants 
 

 

YEAR PROJECT  BENEFITS COSTS AND ANTICIPATED 
FUNDING SOURCES 

2023 Replace energy efficient 
lighting in parking lot areas 

Year-round benefits 
Reduced energy 
consumption 
Reduced light pollution 

• Local/Grants 
 

2023 Install new grills and picnic 
tables 

Enhance park facilities  
 

• Local/Grants 

• $30,000 

2023 Replace pump outs Improve environmental 
performance 
Replace older equipment 

• Grants/MDOT 
 

 

YEAR PROJECT  BENEFITS COSTS AND ANTICIPATED 
FUNDING SOURCES 

2024 Bridge to access island area Year-round benefits • Local/Grants 
 

2024 Fence to divide island area Provide added security 
 

• Local 

• $2,500 

2024 Install new dockage for island 
expansion area 

Enhance facilities • $50,000 - $100,000 

• Local/Grants 



 

 

2024 Replace roof on harbor 
building 

Maintain existing facilities in 
good repair 

• Local/Grants 

• $5,500 

 

Caseville Recreation Plan History –  

The initial Caseville Area Recreation Plan, adopted in 1987, was a joint effort by the Village of Caseville and 

Caseville Township.  The plan's preparation was directed by an appointed ad hoc committee consisting of 

two members each from the Village and Township, with technical assistance provided by the East Central 

Michigan Planning and Development Region (ECMPDR).  The recreation plan was subsequently updated in 

1995, with involvement of both the Village and Township Planning Commissions.  It was adopted by the 

Caseville Village Council and the Caseville Township Board.  The Village of Caseville, with assistance from 

ECMPDR, developed a stand-alone Community Recreation Plan which was adopted in 2000.  In 2002, 

Caseville Township revised the joint plan and its board adopted it.  In March 2010 the Village of Caseville 

became the City of Caseville.  The City prepared an update to its own Caseville Recreation Plan in both 

2014 – 2018 and 2019-2023.  Caseville Township prepared an update to its Caseville Township Parks and 

Recreation Plan that was submitted for the 2018-2022 period.   

 

Potential Funding Sources 
The following pages describe possible funding sources that may be available for various recreation-related 

projects.  Funding sources change on a continual basis and therefore consistent time and resources are 

necessary to ensure complete awareness of opportunities. 

 

LOCAL RESOURCES –  

 

General Fund Dollars  

Local general tax dollars that may be appropriated annually by the local legislative body for ongoing 

recreational expenditures or for special projects.   

 

Special Millage 

A property tax millage can be used to finance specific park and recreation projects such as land acquisition, 

park development, and pathway improvements.  A millage is an effective method to divide costs over time 

amongst all the taxpayers in the community, to provide matching grant funds, or finance projects out-

right.  A millage allows more flexibility in how the money is utilized than a bond.  

 

Recreation Bond  

A number of bond programs can be used to finance construction of parks and recreation facilities.  General 

obligation bonds are issued for specific community projects, such as upgrades to the park improvements 

and park land acquisition.  Funds may only be used for the activities that were described in the voter 

approved language.  These bonds are usually paid for with property tax revenues.  Revenue bonds are 

issued for construction of public projects that generate revenues. Water and sewer systems and paid 

parking decks are examples of projects that could be funded through these means.  The bonds are then 

retired using income generated by the project.  

 



 

 

Donations 

Businesses, corporations, private clubs, community organizations, and individuals will often contribute to 

recreation and other improvement programs to benefit the communities in which they are located.  

Private sector contributions may be in the form of monetary contributions, the donation of land, the 

provision of volunteer services, or the contribution of equipment or facilities.  This is most ideal for new 

park development.  Often, communities show their appreciation by providing a plaque or some other form 

of recognition that identifies the contribution.  

 

Lease or Contractual Agreements.  

The community may increase the availability of recreation facilities to its residents by leasing sites and 

facilities or contracting services from other sources in order to meet demands, such as hosting activities at 

area churches.  

 

Conservation Easements  

A conservation easement is a method of preserving open space without purchasing all rights to a parcel of 

property.  Rather than obtaining fee simple, or complete ownership, an organization or community can 

purchase or acquire by gift an "easement" to the property.  This technique is recommended to preserve 

open space if it is not feasible for the community to acquire the land as planned or the property owner 

doesn’t want to cede full ownership.  

 

Public-Private or Public-Public Partnerships 

Implications of reduced funding at the public and private sector have created a need for various 

partnerships between public and private entities as well as two public entities on the development of 

projects. Similar partnerships in the future may be beneficial, including with the school districts, the county 

and/or private recreation providers for regional scale activities such as hockey and swimming. 

 

GRANTS -  

 
Transportation Alternatives Program – TAP Program (MDOT) 

Transportation Enhancements (TE) activities are federally funded, community-based projects that expand 

the intermodal transportation system and enhance the transportation experience by improving the 

cultural, historic, aesthetic and environmental aspects of the transportation infrastructure.  To be eligible, 

a project must fall into one of the 12 TE activities and relate to surface transportation. Activities that relate 

to the implementation of this Recreation Plan include: 

 
• Facilities for pedestrians and bicycles. 

Includes new or reconstructed sidewalks, walkways, curb ramps, bike lane striping, wide paved 

shoulders, bike parking, bus racks, off-road trails, bike and pedestrian bridges and underpasses. 
• Paved shoulders four or more feet wide 
• Curb lane width greater than 12 feet 
• Bike lanes 
• Pedestrian crosswalks, sidewalks 
• Shared use paths 10 feet wide or greater 
• Path/trail user amenities 
• Grade separations 



 

 

• Bicycle parking facilities 
• Bicycle accommodations on public transportation 
• Streetscape improvements 

 
• Turnouts, Overlooks, and Viewing Areas 

Projects that provide views of the Great Lakes or highly unique scenic and scenic areas 

 
• Historic Preservation and Repair of Transportation Facilities Projects that enhance National Register 

listed historic districts, locally designated districts, or National Heritage Areas.  Preservation of original 

properties and promotion of cultural tourism. 

 
• Environmental Mitigation Activities 

Water quality projects that have positive effects on watersheds and water bodies and drafting of 

watershed management plans. 

 
A minimum 20% local match is required for proposed projects and applications are accepted on an on-

going basis. 

 
Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund 
The MNRTF provides funding for both the purchase of land (or interests in land) for recreation or 

protection of land because of its environmental importance or scenic beauty and the appropriate 

development of land for public outdoor recreation use. Goals of the program are to: 1) protect Michigan’s 

natural resources and provide for their access, public use and enjoyment; 2) provide public access to 

Michigan’s water bodies, particularly the Great Lakes, and facilitate their recreation use; 3) meet regional, 

county and community needs for outdoor recreation opportunities; 4) improve the opportunities for 

outdoor recreation in Michigan’s urban areas; and, 5) stimulate Michigan’s economy through recreation-

related tourism and community revitalization. 

 
Any individual, group, organization, or unit of government may submit a land acquisition proposal. 

However, only state and local units of government can submit development proposals. All proposals for 

grants must include a local match of at least 25% of the total project cost. There is no minimum or 

maximum for acquisition projects. For development projects, the minimum funding request is $15,000 and 

the maximum is $300,000. Applications are due in April and August for acquisition projects and April (only) 

for development projects. 

 
Land and Water Conservation Fund 
The Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) is a federal appropriation to the National Park Service, 

which distributes funds to the Michigan Department of Natural Resources for development of outdoor 

recreation facilities. Minimum grant requests are $30,000 and maximum grant requests are $300,000. The 

match percentage must be 50% of the total project cost. Applications are due April 1st. 

 
Recreation Passport Grants 
The Recreation Passport program is to provide funding to local units of government for the development 

of public recreation facilities. These funds may be for new facilities or rehabilitation of older facilities. A 

25 percent local match is required, and grants range from $7,500 to $150,000. Applications are due April 

1st. 



 

 

 

Boating Infrastructure Grants 

Federal program administered by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources that provides funding 

to provide transient dockage for boats over 26 feet in length, provide navigable aids to transient boaters, 

enhance harbors and services, and other projects.  A 25 percent local match is required.  Applications are 

due April 1st.   

 

Waterways Programs Grants 

Waterways Program grants provide assistance for engineering studies and infrastructure improvement 

projects at Michigan’s 63 Grant-In-Aid public harbors and boating access sites, which Caseville is a Grant-

in-Aid public harbor.  Projects require 50 percent local matching funds.  

https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570,7-350-79134_81684_79209_80306---,00.html.  Applications are 

due April 1st.   

 

Clean Vessel Act – Boat Pumpout Grants 

Funded by the Federal Sports Fishing Restoration and Boating Trust Fund, the grants are to provide new 

or upgraded pumpout stations and waste reception facilities that can safely dispose of recreational 

boater sewage.  Reviews of applications are completed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service while the 

State of Michigan administers the grants.  Grants require 25 percent local match, and applications may 

be submitted on a rolling basis.   

 

Marine Safety Grants 

To promote safety in the use of recreational watercraft through law enforcement and education. 

Approximately $2 million available annually ($600,000 federal, $1.4 million state). For more information, 

contact the Finance and Operations Division of the Michigan DNR at 517-284-5923.   

 
People for Bikes 
The Bikes Belong Coalition is sponsored by members of the American Bicycle Industry. Their mission is to 

put more people on bikes more often. The program funds projects in three categories: 
• Facility 
• Education 
• Capacity Building 

Requests for funding can be up to $10,000 for projects such as bike paths, trails, lanes, parking, and transit, 

and safe routes to school. Applications are reviewed on a quarterly basis. More information can be found 

at https://peopleforbikes.org. 

 

Safe Routes To School Program 
The Safe Routes To School Program is a national movement to make it safe, convenient, and fun for 

children to bicycle and walk to school.  When routes are safe, walking or biking to and from school is an 

easy way to get the regular physical activity children need to succeed.  In Michigan, the program, managed 

by the Michigan Department of Transportation, has gained momentum over the past few years. The 

purpose of the program as defined in the federal legislation is: 

 
(1) to enable and encourage children, including those with disabilities, to walk and bicycle to school; 

 

https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570,7-350-79134_81684_79209_80306---,00.html
https://peopleforbikes.org/


 

 

(2) to make bicycling and walking to school a safer and more appealing transportation alternative, 

thereby encouraging a healthy and active lifestyle from an early age; and 

 
(3) to facilitate the planning, development, and implementation of projects and activities that will improve 

safety and reduce traffic, fuel consumption, and air pollution in the vicinity of schools. 

 
Applications for the Safe Routes To School Program major grant program are quarterly and $200,000 is 

available per school in infrastructure funds while $8,000 is available per school in programming funds.  To 

be eligible to apply, schools must complete a pre-application process. 

 
Mini-grants have $5,000 available per school with a max of $25,000 per district.  Mini-grants have some 

funds available for non-infrastructure projects that include a variety of educational efforts and 

enforcement activities. 

 
Recreational Trails Program / Recreation Improvement Fund 

The Recreational Trails Program/Recreation Improvement Fund is administered by the MDNR for trails on 

DNR land or linked to a trail on DNR land.  The DNR division must always be the applicant, but can be 

developed as a joint application with a local unit of government.  Applications are typically due in June of 

each year.  Additional information can be found on the MDNR-Grants website. 

 

Coastal Zone Management Grants 

The Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy offers grants to assist in the 

protection, preservation, restoration, enhancement, and wise development of the nation’s longest 

freshwater coastline.  The Michigan Coastal Management (MCM) Program provides grant funds to 

promote vibrant and resilient coastal communities.  Approximately $700,000 for planning and on-the-

ground, site specific projects are available annually in partnership with the National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Administration. More information may be found 

at:  www.Michigan.gov/CoastalManagement.  

 

Michigan Natural Resources Tree Planting Grants 

Through the MDNR, there are three tree planting grant programs that will assist in funding landscape 
enhancements at the parks and re-foresting projects.   Two are available to the Caseville community:   

• DTE Energy Foundation Tree Planting Grants – Grants of up to $3,000 per community for tree 
planting efforts. 

• Community Forestry Grants - To provide funds for projects that address the urban forestry needs 
of municipal governments, schools, nonprofit organizations and volunteer groups throughout 
Michigan. These projects may include:  tree inventories, management plans, tree planting, 
educational workshops, training materials, and Arbor Day activities. 
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Post-Completion Self-Certification Report – Caseville Township TF87-121 

https://www.michigan.gov/ogl/0,9077,7-362-85256---,00.html
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